The Ins and the Outs 

■ 

Democracy Dies in Peru, But Few Seem to Mourn Its Passing 


The "death or democracy" baa not left 
much of a vacuum in Peru. It was more 
like the death of somebody's old uncle, 
whose name had bean familiar in the 
household for years. But he died where he 
had always lived. In some far-off town the 
family never quite sot arood to visiting 
— although they had always meant to, or 
at least that's what they said. 

If there is one profound reality In 
Peruvian politics, it Is simply that the 
country has no democratic tradition. Any 
attempt to Introduce one, furthermore, is 
to meet violent opposition. The 
; who need democracy don't even 
1 what the word means; the people 
who know what U means don't need it. 

If the Al- 


nd saying so. 
llance for Progress requires democracy In 

too. 

If the Peruvian people were as con- 
cerned about democracy aa la President 
Kennedy, the country would be in the 
throes of a violent civil war. What hap- 
pened In Lima on July 18 was more than 
enough to touch off armed conflict In 
many countries of the world. And it waa 
confirmed on July 24, when the un- 
elected government Issued a decree-law, 
aaftgnfag all executive and legislative 
powers. One third largest country In South 
America thus passed officially Into the 
bands of the military. The second largest, 
Argentina, had provided an easy-to-follow 
example some five months before. 

When the American Popular Revolu- 
tionary Alliance (APRA) won the Peru- 
vian elections June 10, the military called 
the voting a "fraud." took over the gov- 
ernment, annulled what many (Including 
many United States sources) celled the 
most honest and least fraudulent election 
in Peru's history, and Installed a four- 
roan military dictatorship 


feet propped up on the rail and the top 
of his hose showing— why. they thought 
he was crazy. It was absolutely Incom- 
prehensible, even to the people be was 
trying to make Menus with. If you want 
to get anywhere down here, you have to 
make people respect you." 

Prom the beginning of their history, 
the Peruvian people have been condi- 
tioned to understand there are only two 
kinds of human beings— the Ins and the 
Outs, with a vast gulf In between. In a 
book called The Ancient Civilization* of 
Peru, you read that "The Inca state in- 
sured the people sgalnst hunger, exploita- 
tion, undue hardship, and all kinds of 
want, but regimented them rigorously and 
left them no choice. Independence, or ini- 
tiative. . . . There was a large class of 
nobles and priests, supported by the 
masses. Heavy tribute in .the form of 
labor was demanded of the peasants, who 
profited very little from it" 
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That was In 1438. and little has 
changed since then except that the peas- 
ants are no longer Insured against hunger, 
exploitation, undue hardship, and all kinds 
of want. There is ample evidence of those 
conditions even in Lima, which differs 
from the rest of Peru much as Manhat- 
tan differs from the mountains of eastern 
Kentucky. 

The strange assumption In Lima's bus- 
iness community— Americans and Peruvi- 
ans alike— Is that President Kennedy 
would Join them in their endorsement of 
the system In Peru "If he could only 
understand It. and stop paying so much 
attention to Loeb." 

The United States ambassador is un- 
doubtedly the most second-guessed man 
In Peru. There Is not a man at the Bank- 
em' Club, among other places, who can- 
not tell you where he went wrong and ex- 
actly what he should have done Instead. 
The most common criticism is that he 


In 

flank the trolleys on Avenlda Pelrola are 
full of silver and alpaca and the soft rus- 
tle of money ohsnglng hands. And the all- 
night bars still sound as If their frenzied, 
plsco-swilllng patrons had abandoned hope 
of ever seeing another dawn. 

The city is full of people. In fact, who 
say that what happened is precisely noth- 
ing at all. It Is foolish, they say. to talk 
shout the military Junto "seising the 
reins." because the Junto is nothing more 
than a dress-uniform version of the same 
power bloc that has held the reins for 
centuries. 

It Is only In limes of crisis that the 
power bloc puts on the Jackboots and 
goes into the street with truncheons. In 
times of peace it wears mufti, and busies 
Itself with other, less militant pursuits— 
primarily that of maintaining Itself In the 
style to which It has long been accus- 
tomed. As old as the Incas. the power 
is called^ Forty Families. 


"That's what Kennedy doesn't under- 
ind." explained one Lima-based Ameri- 
can businessman. "You Just can't have 
democracy down here. The people don't 
understand it. (United States Ambassa- 
dor James Isaac) Loeb was the same 
way: He went out to the futbol game and 
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A Peruvian policeman on duty er 
the Plaza San Martin in Lima, Peru. 



tried to force-feed democracy to a people 
who had no idea what he was talking 
about. 

The nominal chief of the Junta. Gen. 
Manuel Perez Godoy, has flaUy called Mr. 
Loeb "an Aprista" (an APKA follower), 
which is like being called an enemy of 
the stole. In business circles it Is Loeb 
who draws most of the blame for the 
United States' refusal at first to recognize 
the Junto. The general sentiment is that 
Mr. Kennedy was "misled." General 
Perez is of the same 


Qen. Manuel Odrla. dictator from 1M8 to 
1958. In the circle most heartily In agree- 
ment with the takeover— namely, the busi- 
ness and finance community— the betting 
Is against elections next year. "These 
boys are In to stay." said the president 
of a United States businessmen's society. 
"Once they get the taste of sugar on their 
tongues they're not going to give It up." 

Nor was he much alarmed by the pros- 
pect. "These people are, like children." 
he explained. "They'll complain all day 
about discipline, but deep down they like 
It. They need it." 

"Let's be smart about It." he added. 
"The rich people are running this country. 
Why not face facts and be thankful foe 
what stability we have? These people are 
an tl -Communist. Let's recognize the 
Junta, keep the aid flowing, and get on 
with It." 

Nearly everybody who wears a tie in 
Lima feels the same' way. Business Is 
good In Peru— It is the only South Ameri- 
can country without a balance of pay- 
ments deficit— and the vested Interests 
want to keep it that way. Even the taxi 
driver, who Is making a good living be- 
cause there are enough people on the 
streets with money In their pockets, does 
not particularly care who sits in the pres- 
idential palace as long as they don't upset 
the apple cart. 

This Is what almost happened. APRA 
is more than Just another political party; 
it is a genuine threat to a way of life 
500 years old when the United 


An Impressive Orator 

Oeneral Perez has Impressed foreign 
joumsllsts In Lima with his unique feel- 
ing for words and their fundamental 
meanings. He Is an impressive orator, 
and In his first statement after the take- 
over he explained It this way. "We have 
seen a fraudulent electoral process In 
which not even the most basic and ele- 
mentary rights of the citizens have been 
respected. The armed forces have seen 
with pain, with anxiety, with tight lips, 
and dry eyes, this sacrifice of our peo- 
ple, of our country, of our future." 

The fsct that the armed forces had 
been able to dig up only 70 fraudulent bal- 
lots out of a total of some 2.000.000 did 
not deter Oeneral Perez from going on 
TV to amplify and reiterate his feelings 

This was a little hard for some people 
to take, notably those 600.000 or so humble 
and forgotten voters who had cast their 
ballots for APRA and Dr Victor Raul 
Hay a de la Torre. 

It Is hard. In fact. W find anyone who 
seriously believes the military took over 
because of "a great electoral fraud." The 
National Elections Board, a group of re- 
spected Jurists with no ties to APRA. in- 
vestigated the charges and found that, al- 
though there had been Isolated cases of 
false registration and multiple voting, the 
sum of the Infractions was far too small 
to have any effect on the outcome. Pres- 
ident Manuel Prado agreed— and waa ex- 
iled to Paris for his efforts when the mili- 
tary decided to back its charges with a 
Sherman tank and a United States-trained 
ranger battalion. 

New ElecUons Are Scheduled 
The Junta has scheduled new elections 
for June 9. 1S83. but the only people In 
Lima who seem to believe It are taxi 
drivers, hotel clerks, and a varied assort- 
ment of small Jobholders* who voted for 
l 
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To say that the take- 
over came simply because of the mili- 
tary's long-standing feud with APRA Is 
to gloss over the fact that the entire 
ruling class in Peru regards APRA as 
more dangerous than communism. Com- 
munism has never been more than a 
minor threat in Peru, and Is more a con- 
venient whipping boy than anything else. 

The Main Threat to Status Quo 

APRA. primarily because of Its appeal 
to millions of voteless. Ullterate Indians, 
is by long odds the main threat to Peru's 
status quo. At the moment, the party Is 
still reeling from the Jolt of having its 
hard-fought election victory annulled. 
When soldiers pulled out of the Casa del 
Pueblos (House of the People), which Is 
APRA's headquarters, the place was a 
total wreck. On Aug 7. after two weeks 
of occupation. It was returned to the 
party, and a vast, silent crowd was on 
hand to jUjpw. the remains 

There were bullet holes In the wails 
and celling; doors and windows had been 
smashed and party records destroyed; and 
the entire building— nearly a city block of 
offices and facilities— was littered with 
jglass. broken furniture, and water-soaked 
•paper. Among the smashed or stolen 
items were the only dentist drill, all medi- 
cine from the clinic and drugs from the 
pharmacy, typewriters, a radio transmit- 
ter, all phonograph records, sculpture In 
the art workshop, Instruments for the chil- 
dren's band, food and plates from the 
dining hall, and records from the credit 
union. 

Those who passed through the Casa 
del Pueblos that night. In what seemed 
like a huge funeral procession, were filled 
with bitterness and defeat. They were 
anxious to know what the United States 
was going to do about the takeover 

APRA represents some 600.000 of 
Peru's 2.000.000 voters, plus a vast ma- 
jority of the 65 per cent of the popula- 



American Popular Revolutionary Alliance party workers and chil- 
dren leaf through debris left in their office after soldiers of the 
Peruvian military junta ransacked the party's block-long building. 


tion which neither reads, writes, nor votes. 
Haya de la Torre got 14,000 more votes 
than any other candidate, and In a demo- 
cratic country a man who did that well 
could expect to have some say In the 
government. 

in Peru, however, the will of the people 
is subject to the veto of the class that 
controls the army. To these people, de- 
mocracy means chaos. A whole way of 
life would collapse if democracy became 
a reality in Peru. 

The military takeover was a step taken 
with a full dellberaUon and plenty of 
warning. The military— and the oligarchy 


that has not gained wide acceptance In 
Peru. Not among the people who count, 

anyway. - HUtrm 8. Thomson, Lima. 


APRA e get its hands on 

It could follow, then, that if the United 
States reacUon to the takeover Is a "mis- 
understanding." as Oeneral Peres has 
said, the whole Alliance for Progress Is 
a misunderstanding, because the Alliance 
is based rather firmly on the assumption 

that progress will not come at the expense Uncle Sam. This ms 
of democracy. Mr. Kennedy has said this Federal Government 
over and over again, but It & a concept yers. and. therefore." 


A Defense Contractor 
Fights Iowa State Tax 

Can a state tax a company that 
defense materials for the United 
Government? 

Yes. says the Iowa Stale Tax 
mission, it has imposed $28,714 in I 
and use taxes on construction materiel 
used by Mason and Hanger-Silas Mason 
Co.. Inc. The company makea Hawk mis- 
sile warheads for Uncle Sam. 

No. answers Mason and Hanger. The 
firm last - week took the case to an Iowa 
court The company claims any tax 
would be passed on to the purchaser- 
Uncle Sani. This makes lt^a tax on tJ 

yers. and. ! 
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